Opinions differ as to the value of X-ray investigation in these cases ; my own view is that Provided that there is a history of tenderness over the appendix during attacks corroborative evidence sufficient to justify an exploratory operation is afforded if the appendix fills with barium, but fails to empty for twenty-four hours or more after the rest of the bowel is clear. Less value attaches to tenderness elicited over the appendix when the child is examined under the X-ray screen, for the child is in so strange an environment that little value can be attached to his sensations, and if the right iliac fossa is palpated with a hand encased in an X-ray-proof glove it would indeed be surprising if the child did not exhibit tenderness.
The question of abdominal tuberculosis has already been mentioned, and it is one which often arises. 
